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years before the destruction of the temple, judgment in capital
easeSj was taken away * from Israel" This tradition, though

inaccurate in point of time, yet establishes the fact, at our Lord's
trial, only thirty-nine yews before; and is therefore an additional
voucher to the Jews at present, of more weight perhaps than the
former, that then, " the sceptre of civil government, had fully
departed from Israel;" and therefore that " SHILOH was then
come" according to JacoVsprophecy, Gen. xlix, 10.

2. Pontius Pilate was appointed procurator, by Tiberius,
A.D. 26, six years before this. (See Vol.1, p. 87, 96.) Va-
lerius Gratus, his predecessor, had been allowed by the emperor
to remain in office, for eleven years till his death; and he suffered
Pilate to continue for ten years in Judea, though he was dis-
pleased at Mm ; because, as he said himself, the presidents and
procurators of the provinces were all avaricious ; and he found
by experience, that when they were suffered to stay but a short
time in office, they were only the more eager for rapine, to make
the best use of their time ; whereas, if their stay was prolonged,
when they had once enriched themselves, they would become
slower, arid less apt to plunder the people. And he humourously
illustrated this, by an example, borrowed from JEsop's Fables f.
Thus proving himself to be " the king of Jierce countenance,
understanding dark sentences, or parables,9 of Dan. viii. 23.
Joseph. Ant. 18, 7, 5.

It became a practice with the governors to cany their wives
along with them, for the convenience of bribery. This grew so
notorious, that a motion was made in the Roman seriate, by
Sever us C&sina, A.D. 21, only four years before Pilate's ap-
pointment, that no magistrate lo whom a province was allotted,
should be accompanied by his wife. Which though approved
of by a few, was rejected by the corrupt majority, with indig-

* Light/oat) who relates this tradition, in his Hebrew and Talmudic Exet citations,

Matt. xxvi. 3, John xviii. 31, contends, in opposition to the express terras of it, that this
piivilege was not taken away, but that they lost or relinquished it, by then* own ostitancy,
supine, and unreasonable lenity to murderers and Jiomicidest

f Josephus thus relates the parable, or apologue. A wounded man once, lying on the
ground, a swarm of flies from all parts around, settled on his wounds. A traveller,
passing by, pitied his helplessness to relieve himself,- and offered to drive away the flies.
But the man, to his suiprise, declined the offer; alleging that he would only suffer a
greater injury thereby: for that these were no\v, nearly glutted with his blood, and
sucked more gently; whereas, if they were driven away, afresh and hungry swaun
viould succeed, who {lading him exhausted, would suck him to death.